
What is a Spreadsheet? 

"A spreadsheet is a computer application that 
simulates a paper worksheet. It displays multiple cells 
that together make up a grid consisting of rows and 
columns, each cell containing either text or numeric 
values".  (Wikipedia, 2008). 
  
What can spreadsheets be used for? 

Spreadsheet software allows you to: 

• Create simple lists and tables of alphabetic or 
numerical data 

• Establish relationships between sets of numerical 
data 

• Apply mathematical or statistical functions to 
numerical sets of data 

• Represent sets of data in either a graphic or chart 
  

What programs can be used to create spreadsheets? 

Microsoft Excel is a spreadsheet application written 
and distributed by Microsoft for Microsoft Windows and 
Mac OS X. It features calculation; graphing tools, pivot 
tables etc 

OpenOffice.org Calc is the spreadsheet component of 
the OpenOffice.org software package. Calc is similar 
to Microsoft Excel, with a roughly equivalent range of 
features. Calc is capable of opening and saving 
spreadsheets in Microsoft Excel file format. It provides a 
number of features not present in Excel, including a 



system which automatically defines series for graphing 
based on the layout of the user's data. Calc is also 
capable of writing spreadsheets directly as PDF files.   
  
Numbers is a spreadsheet application developed by 
Apple Inc. It focuses on usability and offers better 
control over the appearance and presentation of 
tables of data.   
  
Corel Quattro Pro is a spreadsheet program developed 
by Borland and now sold by Corel, most often as part 
of Corel's WordPerfect Office. It is used to process 
business and financial transactions of various kinds.   
  
Lotus 1-2-3 is a spreadsheet program from Lotus 
Software (now part of IBM). The name "1-2-3" stemmed 
from the product's integration of three main 
capabilities. Along with being a spreadsheet, it also 
offered integral charting/graphing and rudimentary 
database operations.   
  
Google Docs is an online spreadsheet program that is 
quite similar to Microsoft Excel and it is easily shareable 
with others.    
 

Edit Grid is an Online Spreadsheet service which is 
connected to live data sources that can deliver Data 
on Demand. It offers sharing, collaboration & publishing 
features. 


