
 
 

Creative Arts 
 
Subject Matter –   
A variety of subject matter can be explored through photography and digital forms, as 
stated in the syllabus: 
People, Other Living Things, Objects, Places and Spaces, Events 
 
Forms – Related to Digital Documents 
 
Photography 
Photography provides the opportunity to view, construct and interpret the world. Photographic 
techniques allow for photographic prints to be produced as multiples and as works in a series. 
Ideas in photographs can be produced expressively, symbolically, realistically, abstractly, 
figuratively and decoratively. Through framing, camera angles, lighting and focus, 
photographs can offer a point of view about a place, event, experience or feeling, arouse 
emotion and provoke comment. Various techniques can be explored such as developing 
prints, making photograms, colour tinting, collage and montage, selecting and framing an 
image taking into account composition, angles of view, focus, and the use of tones, textures, 
contrast and balance. The qualities of selected subject matter can be explored, as can action, 
sequence and the construction of photographic narratives and documentaries. Other image-
based technologies can also be explored such as the photocopier and overhead projector. 
Photography can be combined with other forms such as digital forms and drawing. 
 
Digital Forms 
Digital forms draw on many of the options available in photography and film and video and 
mark the convergence and development of various technologies in electronic applications. 
Digital forms may only appear as ‘virtual’ works and never exist in a physical space like 
paintings or sculptures. Ideas can be produced expressively, symbolically, realistically, 
abstractly, figuratively and decoratively and may also simulate the real. Images can be taken 
from different sources, manipulated, scanned, photocopied and further digitised. Particular 
programs offer opportunities to explore the manipulation of images by cutting, pasting, 
changing colour values of images, animation and special effects. Ideas can be explored from 
different viewpoints and can make use of special effects with digital cameras and videos to 
create interest, mood and tension. Digital works also offer opportunities for surfaces and 
images to be built up in layers on the computer screen. Investigations can take place in 
computer graphics and animation programs, video and the internet. Artworks drawing on a 
wide range of subject matter can be made which may integrate image and text, imagined 
environments can be proposed, designs can be produced for magazines or posters using 
desktop publishing programs and videos can be scripted and produced using digital media. 
Digital forms can be combined with other forms such as photography and painting. 

 Syllabus Links        iPhoto 



Related Outcomes -  
 
 
Making 
 
Early Stage One 
 
VAES1.1 Makes simple pictures and other kinds of artworks about things and 
experiences. 
 
VAES1.2 Experiments with a range of media in selected forms. 
 
Stage One 
 
VAS1.1 Makes artworks in a particular way about experiences of real and imaginary 
things. 
 
VAS1.2 Uses the forms to make artworks according to varying requirements. 
 
Stage Two 
 
VAS2.1 Represents the qualities of experiences and things that are interesting or 
beautiful by choosing among aspects of subject matter. 
 
VAS2.2 Uses the forms to suggest the qualities of subject matter. 
 
Stage Three 
 
VAS3.1 Investigates subject matter in an attempt to represent likenesses of things in 
the world. 
 
VAS3.2 Makes artworks for different audiences, assembling materials in a variety of 
ways. 
 
 
 

 


